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Evan before ths outbreak of World War II the Soviete vere carefully preparing
Yor Pertisan uperations, at iirst within the sphere of activity of “hs NEVD. In

* their organiration plans they includedths use of the Air Foroe for foedor amd swpply
“ purposes. :
During the war thw Red Army took over control of the Partisans and coordinated

“ their activities with we~fore at the battlefromt.

. Marshal 'Voroshilcv var named ae Chief of the Centra) Staff in Moscow for the
T Partisan movemeat. Undcr Ais ieadership Partisan warfare was systematically developed
and becams a rigidly organizod weapon.
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Despite his suczesses, Vorcehilov's place wae subsequently taken over by
Generdl Ponomarenko, ‘ .

Control of alr operatiome for supplying Partiss.is was for the most part
directly by the Central StefT of the Partiséin movement. It was not definlvely deter-
minsd whetber all requests for suppliep were tranemitted te the Cemtral BY aff or
whother highor Partisan otaffs cocpsrated indeverdently with units of the Red Alr
Porios . .

To secure smooth cooperetion, lieison officers of the Red Air Force and of the
Long~Pange Bomber Command wers attached o the Central Staff of the Partigen wove-
Bsny., o

Objectivos of Bupplying Fartisans L i
: The Piighte gemerally served the followirg purposes: e
1. Suppiying Partissns with materisl and medical supplies o Gt 1

. .Dempite tholr irmate ability to Ldproviee, the Purtisans somld obtain the
necesgary means of warfare from the aress which they held cnly ve . limited exient;
thoy wers depeadens ol outside mipplliee. They received the Pollowing supplieg fysm
Rassian rear -arsgas:

. 8. krag {rifles; pistcls, machins guus, ebmachine guns, mortare; Ligit
armor-plercing weapons and guns in dismantled ocnditiom, such as 76-mm guns of
divisional or regimental ertillery units, 45-mm AT gune, and spare parts for weapons)

b. Ammmnltion

¢. Exploasives for sabotage ypurposes
&. Motorsycles

o, Fuel

f. Radios, Yattories, spare parts

8. Baddles and leather equirment -
h. Potson (for conmteminating food, grain, ani far resaseinations)

1. Food (somoentrates, camnsd food, flour, salt, etc.), additional supplies
for state hclidaye, Makhorka (Ruseian tobadeo), gift parcele of ool

J+ Yandsges and medicine for fighting epillemics (typhue ard epotted faver).
41go mydionl perwommel was flown in by air.

k. Propagenda material
. ‘ 1. Mail, strictly cemsored and carried by the Red Army Mail Service
2. ¥uroiekirg replacemsnte end excheuge of rerscnusl
a. Most of the troops flown in were members of the Alrborns Troors ; with
training as norcomnissicned officers, rigerously Commmnipt-indooctrinated and there-
b fors eepecially sujtable for increasing the fighting efficiency of the Partisans.
Beoldes, formorale-building purpoasss, regular tralning persannel from ’
the officera’ and noncommiseicned officers' curps of the Red Army were attached to
the Partisans since their training was subject to regular supervision by offiners -
v of the Red Army. !
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& spall m'"ber of the repmcemnta was made up of sabotage and
reconnaissance persomnel. The Partisams were aleo supplied with radiomen, technia,iane,
doctors, &and mrses.

b. On ths return filghs the supply aircraft took alomg, among others:
wound 3d - partisans; Russian PW's who had escaped from German captivity; Russian adr-
orait crews who had parachuted and reached the Partisens; important German ‘prisdasrs
{Air Force personoel) who were to be literrogated at higher rear-arsa headquarter..

The supply flights alsc served for exchapge of personnsl. Fartisuns who
hed performed sepecially moritorious eervice were teken to Soviet territory to
rest and fo receive decorstions; propeganiists end higher off‘icere, who ¥iglted the
Pertisens to improve novele and to iasué decorations, were returned Homs.

According to repurte, alrcraft also supplied the Red Army with recfuits
who hsad béen drafted by the Partisans.

3. Courier service

A regaldr courisr service ves egteblished for transmitting important
mescagsa. from Lhe Par‘cisazls to the headguartere and vice vewds., This was to ensure
- liaison betvesn Partiaam units operating eeperately and for treapsmitting reporte by
intelligence, agents.’

i,  Dropping of agents

Supply flights were of special impertance for the Sovist Unlon's intelligence
service. The Soviet high command integrated the Partisans into its intelligence
service to a constantly greater extent. Reports received sere furwarded by air to
Russian evaluation certers, either individually or in batohes, depending upmm the
degres o: urgency.

Captured documerts alao indjScate that dstaiied inteliligence reporte vere
to be subieitted monthly bty air to “he Chief of the Partisan Staff.

Units loyed in Su erations

With integration of the Partlsane into the Red Aruwy, support from the Air Force
was greatly incressed.

The Following units were employed in this operation:

1. Air Transport regiments of the Civil Air Force (espscially the let Transport
Division, with the lst, 24, and 34 Transport regimexts. flying LI-2°s and C- 47'e,
ptationsd at Vukovo, 25 kilomwters aouthwest cf Mrsom.:

. 2. Units of the Long-Range Bamber Commend (rafnly the VII Corps, with the lst
and 12th Divisions and their regiments 10lst, 1024, 12ti Guards, 110th, 334th, and
336th, flying Li-2°s).

3. Hight-fightsr regiments, flying U-2°'s, were used for supply Siights when
nsceasary.

k. S8pecial tourier and lialscn flight groups, assigred to individual sectors
of the front and vwhich could be employed for courler flight operatioms.

5. According to requirements, special groups were amployed at different sectors
of the front; their task was excluaively supply!rg of Partisena. These groups were
usually equipped witbh aireraft of tyree U-2; R-%5, and occasionally also YAK-6'a.
Their strength varied, but waa generally about one &quadron.

-3 -

CONFIDENT IAL

GONFIDENTIAL

50X1-HUME

L




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/06 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600250807-8

FINENY | | ‘ ‘ |
. ﬁg@ﬂ%ﬁml ] 50X1-HUM}

6. Glider regiments, @. g., the 24 Irldependent'(}}idﬁr Regiment of the
&irborne Troops.

Atreratt Typep Empioged

Depending upon the puarpose, the following typis were used: U-2; R-5, LI-2,
e-h7, YAR-6, II-2, IL-b, cargo glider &-7, bydroplane MEK-2, 'The ¥B-2 aiwreraft was
roportedly also used for Partisan supply flighte.

a., U-2 and R-5 aireraft were widsly used 2t the front. A U-2 can land
s take off on vwery gmall grass plots in forests., They were used therefors as
Plying ambulamces, with makeshift 1ituers wmounted tnderneath the wirga. There
vag-algo an ambilance U-2, whose reer cabin had heen lengthened, allowing the
trampcc-ting of ome - litter patient or two ambulatory patiémts.

b. LI-2%8 and C-LT's wero ussd to tramsport heavier cargo and to drop
agente far bekind the lines.

¢. Ground sttack aircveft unite (IL-2), used for Particen missions,
dropped; suppliss durlng low-level flighu over hollows.

. -Sarge gliﬁe:rs Wwore regulerly employed, towed by UB's or IL-4's. The
_most. vide'ly teed -type vas the cargo glider A-7.

Deseription of the A-7"

Ty Fuselage and wings are of all-wood construction, with fabric covering. Span,
) 19 meters; leungth, il.5 meterc.

Cargo epuce ie accessible througyh two doors folding iunward. Dimensions:
wilth, 1.6 meters; height, 1.2 meters; length, L meters.

It carries the following instrumente: compess, rate-of-climd indicator, alti-
alter, air-speed indicator, turn-and-bank indicatur. The left seater eestion of
the wing carrievs a landing searchlight.

Landing gear is retractable.

Derformance: ocapacr 1ty, 85C kilogramse payload cr six men with sgquirment (without
pilot); maxirmm speed, 3)0 kilomsters per hour. -

T Ons captured cargo glider was loaded with THT vacked in 25-kg wooden crates,

4 in which the exploeive was packed in plates of 200 grame each. The total weight vas
800 kilograms. The orates were nalled together with wooden strips to form a solid
dlock.

: ‘Aftor lénding the glidera were usuelly buwrned. Only the imstrumsnt panei was
b remcved.

Rmployment dnring misgionss Up to the front linus the aeltitude was 2,000 msters
on the average, at an average Vapeed of 200 kilometers par hour.

The soouaration between towing aircraft and glider was often deficient. Mis-
unlerstandings during the reloass operaticn were common, 8o that faulty lanlings
: resulted and the Germens oftsn suczeedsd in cepturing gliders. .

Commniocation between towing aircraft and glider was cerr’ d out by light signals.
In one specific case the following signals were agreed upom: one signai when flying
over the wain line of resistance and shortly defore reaching tue target, two eignals
for relesse. Signals wore also estebiished In case premature release becams nocessary .
during an emergency.
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i o, Whers tha misesionk couid not be flown by land eircraft, such as in
e gvamp or iake regions, the hydroplane MBR-2 was used. it was also ueed during .
o the winter. L ‘ \1

Mothod of Executing Supply Flights

1, ¥Preparation

It is not Xudown how mach time elapsed between tranamitiing & request dy
Partieany and ordering the flying unit for ths wmission. The unit usuelly received
its c~ders cnly a rhort time before the miseian.

In cages of large-scals supply missiome by units statioped falrly far e
behind the frimt, a specially estabiished group or an entire unit was frequently R IR N
transforred temporarﬂy to an air base closer to the front. In these ceses, the ' Sl
mission co gmander usually received his orders directly from Moscow. Infortation
abcat the- enelty was surplisd by the Alr Army of the sector. Large-ezale migsicna G i ;
were frequently under personal command of high staff officers of the Red Air Foree. S f

Unite ueed exciusively for Partisan supply missions geverally had the
nost important gupplies stored at their air bawe. This gusrantesd perforimnce of
_thg miselon without delsy.

Besenos of the high degree of socrecy imporsid, crews were given details
on thz Partisans.to ba supplind; type of vargo, eic., only vhem absoluteiy mecessary.

The orews were given the target usually 1-2 hours before the mission. One
or tvo altermate targets were giverin came tm droging -oint could nmot te found. If
the orew was familiar with the area in waicu vuv wission was flown, no definite
f1light route vas e, Otherwisé the route vae prescrided. Frequently a considerable
detout was made to shorten the part of the fiight over ereais coverad by the enemy.

2, Approach

The altitude devended upon the types of aireraft used. In general; the
main line ol =esimtance was crossed a% very aigh altitude, and the altitudie was .
rot dsoreased uxtil shortly tefore the target was reached. Miasioas were flown N
alwoet exclusively at night, prefer-ubly ou dark nights. One saplured map showed
that, occasionally, approach lanes; marked by “wn open fires, were used during the
approach into the Partisan szactur. Sometimes the target was to ve approached from
only cpe specified directiom.

As & ™uls; missloes were flown every night, weather permitting.
3. Markiing and light°wg of landing 'and dropping fields i
a, Marking

¥artisan airfields icre usually mevrked for the nightly suprly misslon .
by open fires. Great pilec of voolen stakes vere lignted and they were often placéd )
in holes to prevent their being visidble frow the grourd. Then the aireraft approached,

Tins meedles were thrown onto the firs so that it wouid flare wit: a white light. If :
there was danger of discovery, anly twig or straw fires were used, eo that they could s
be extinguiehed gquickly in an emergency.

Arrangement of the fires served as ldentification of landing fields.
Arrengemsnt wes changed dailr.

“
’
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' unly rarely were fires arranged in sich a way that they lighted the b
Landing strip. Freguently the Partisans were informed by radlo of the arrival of
the afreraft, Then piles of wood were Yighted early onough oo thet the asfrcvaft
caild recoghize the field from'a distance. Dazring landing the afroraft illamips+ed
the field with their gearchiighta,

50X1-HUM]

If the Fartisans felt thrsatensd by Geiman troops, fires wore lighted
cnly after the apiroeching suppiy aircrafli bas droprped a recognition flare., The
fires were put cut immedistely after the landing.

Crews were instructo=d to note exactiy the aunber end srrengement of
fires. If thers was the slightest deviation from the prearranged identification,
ths ‘eargo was not to be droppsd.

] The following arrangement of fires were observed for identification ERREU -
of Partieen-airfields: ' four to six fires in & row; four Tires arrangsd 1m a rostaygle; e ] &
four fires arranged in the shape of a diamond; four fire markers a% the ends of the 5 :
lending abes; four fires.arrsnged in the form of the Rugsian letier "G", or the
Gorman latters “L" or. "I"; thres tives, supplomsnted. by three additional Tires after
the sireraft had dropped &.gréen flare; five fires, four arranged din the form of 8
‘square, the fiPth in ths center of the ggrave; woodplles arranged im a civcle or a

senioircls,

R ‘ ' Cases were elso cbaerved vhers small additicnsl fires were lighted next

N to ane of the fires, when the aircraft eprroached, according te prearranged instruc- o
tioma, .

Cargo dropping points were marked by fires principelly aerranged in
- north-south direction, The airsraft indicated the drorring of focui or ammmniticn
- canteiners dy showing red or green zignal lightz,

: Speclel arrangements of fires wevre get ur for parachute . rops of
= : persomnel .

Perticons leid out slgnals on the groaal for dayiight lenmdings.

4, Droppirg cargo,’ parachuting persomnel, landing ocn Sartisan airfields

4. Dropping caergo

The most wilely used mechoi. of supplying Partisens was cargo dropping.
The dropring :lvitude varied with the type of aircraft employed, teing about 100 to
150 weters witk ths U-2, end stout 590 to 600 metera with the I.I-2,

S Curgo «4as dvor. .4 in specially made sadk-shaped containers. They were
ebout 3 meters long, 75 centimeters in dismeter smd ubout 120 kilograms in weight .
o They were eguipped with a weight ani a 7iliow on the bottom to soften the impact.

. The folded parachute ww.s attached to the top. )

IL-2°0 and C-UT7's carried ot the dropping as follows:

A
When the afrcraft was abowe the dropping site, the entire crew excepting
the p‘lot, went to the rear of the cabin, opened the cargo doors, and saited for the
, signal from the pilot to start dropping the cargo. The sigual was the sustained

‘ blowing of a horn. Dropping was comtimuied as long as the horn sounded. Th~ aircraft
circled the field whilé the dropping proceeded. To enable gronnd persopnel to find
the cargo r'ore easily, particularly valuable contelners were sometimes equ.ipped with .
an electrio buzzer., It was reported that they cmld then e found easily with ths T
aid of a special .osarching apparatus.
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b, Dropping persoznel

Acgording to regulations, persounsl drops were to be carried cut ‘ -
from an altitude of 300 to LOO meters, Neverthelees, errors were common and
resulted in injuries (mostly leg fractures).

¢, Tandings

iandinge were carried out only to exchange persommel, Pick up slck
or wounded, prisomers, or reports, cr ¥ith the supplies so fragile, heavy or bulky
that they could not be dropped.

Iandings 17 Partisen aress were mainly carried out by U-2 aircrafs.
The LI-2 vag used lees frequenmtly, and only if suitable landing fields were availatis.
Lending fields were usualsT improvised, laid out in foreet meadows, etc. Choice,
constructicn and maintenancs were tasks performsd by Partisane.

5. Ravigetioo ‘ : |

Favigaticn squipwent varied “ith *he type cf alrcraft ussd. Genorally it : RS : E
someisted of mwnp, ormpees, 4pld  ths RPK froming dpparatusy. Radio beaccns end light
baacons were eeldom availeblie but caswe are ¥novn where even gliders navizated by B
moans of lisht bsdeons, The.Pertleen mpply filguta were reporued to have uesd
Gorman. light beaccns for navigation to some extent.

. Considering the many contingencies and difficulties comnected with
Pur”adn .eupply misslons, experienced pllots and navigators were generally used
for them,

G 6. Weather corlitions and weather briefings
The supnly miselons were f£l.owa under the same miniwmm wemther conditlons

he in effac’, for missicms of other nature flown by the partlcular type of alreraft.
. The wissions were mady more d1fficult because:

a. Supriy missions were nearly alwaye flown st night;

b. Sites for parachuting, cargo dropping, and landing were usually very .
well camouflaged; .

¢. Parliocan mission crewas were geldon able to avall themselwes of speclal }
navigation a!ds such as radlo beacons and light dbeacons. .

The urgency of the mission sometimes required its execution evern under the .
woret weather conditionc. The miesi-n was then flown without regerd for personnsl 4
and oquipment. )

) The weather briefing of the Partisan mission crews d1d not show any distinc-
tion fram ordinary triefings.

A 6. Radlo commnications

Radio ccommnicetions between Part?sars and supply alreraft were not dstacted - :
with certainty, except in the case of Tito's Partisans. The alrcraft iusofar as S
they carrled vcice transceivers, were in commnication omly with thalr homs bzse. ‘

‘There was, however, astive radio comminication botwesn Partisans and higher
Partisan staffs in Russian territory. Measages were sent in cipher.
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Encugh equipment was available for radio commnicatlions by the Partisans.

Requests from the Partisans foy:supplies end eircraft resched the air force staffs
by thie method, vie the Partlsan staffs. Besldes requests for supplies, regulsar wathe et : -
reporta and prearranged identiflcation signals were transmitted by radio. _ ' y, :

T. Discipline and decoreticns
a. Dilsecipline of supply flyers

Ad-craft crews flying supply miseicns were not Partlssnc but regular
goldiera of tho Red Arpy and thus subject to its disciplinary regulations. Their.
conriaction with the semimilitary 1ife ol the Partisans ofter ceused didcipline %o ) ; -
deteriorate, ‘

A munber of captursd crders criticized this situvation among the pilots,
affectlng eniisted men ae well as officers. Drinking bouts and loose morale, delayed R
starts, ncnexeoution of orders, unauthorized overstaying in Partisen camps, were R i B
violotiungs frequently menticnsd. R =

b. Decorations

Besides the usual molals and decorations of the Red Army, the Perii-
pan gupply pilots recelved the medal "For the Partisan of the Patriotic War® after
having flown & seriain number of wlusions. This medal was giver ont in two clases3,
On 1its Joverae 1t carries profiles of Lenin and Stalin, or tlie reverss the insorip-
tion "For Our Soviet Homeland®. .

The mupply pllote 413 not have spec’al 1dentifying marxs on their
uniforms.

8. Bapplying Titn's Partisans

The missions flown by the ADD (Long-Renge Bomber Commani?) to supply: Tito's
Partisans were especially informative concerning the status of air supply for Partisars
and the possikiliitios for its development.

This supply operstion was carriel out by the 5th Guards Divisicm (14th and

- .‘ 228 Guards Regimente) of the IV Guards Alr Corps of the Long-Range Bember Command.
, The Division wae sguipped with Miltchell B-25 bombers. In thsse units, the test crews .
vere corbined into individual task forces. .
Flights vere uesually carried out individuslly. The alvcreft wovld take off o
e at irtervals of 3 to 5 mimites, while groups kept intervals of about 10 mimites., A L]

lead aircraft flew in each group; in addition, the entire flight had a lead aircraft.
Dateils on a perticular mission: e

Takeof? was as eoon 23 darkussa Zeil; altitude was 4,000 to 6,000 meters,
spesd 320 kilomsters per hour. Duration of the missvion had been met at 8 hours.

The cargo consiasted of light arms and ammunition, Russian uniforms, undev-
vear, shoes, food, etc. Bach aircratt carried 10 sacks (PDMM). The nusder of the
alreraft was written on each sack, and a list of ite contents was cortained insida. :

The cargo was to be dropped. Ianding was not ordered. Provisions was made )
for omergency landinge ir case of engine tailure, .

The dropping site wus arranged to be nsar a radio bearon; in addition,
1dentification signels wers to be set up in the form of soveral fires sarranged in
3 th&""‘s‘hape of a croes. The airoraft were to ccufirm the identification aignals b -
N droppirg white flares during their srproach. N
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: I add1tdon,. 'a 1ight ‘beacon wea to-apell ot the Morse letter "G7,
**horswon the atreraft was to reply by flashing the sams ‘letter with uts aaarch-

) o Uante

g ‘qusrm follow/
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Signale for aircraft land ,
i inga in Partigan area during Fire signilp for mizeions dropping agents
f Lapd carefnlly, soft landing-fizld su=face
Frvth
-y L 2
! Tout loft landing wheel is defective 1.) . Expect food
Do not land -5
‘ no
South
) North
—
g Q , I Do not lover landing gear e o 2 g
%_. g , M N _| 2.} . Reqiest battery for radio g %
;7 E .S : T You are ordered to land South Q E‘:ﬁ
= 7 ; | N e
= ° =
— Permission to continue flignt ° s =
3.) I . o Reguest exchange of my radio set 50X1-HUM
? Your right ianding wheel ig’defective “South
L — | North
l Land to the left of the aircraft which b LA
has just lauded . . o Request exchengs of my redio operator
II Land carefnlly, strong ground winds South
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